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SUBJECT: PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS FROM THE CENTER FOR FOREIGN 
STUDY 

1 . DEPARTMENT RECEIVED CALL DECEMBER 14 FROM MRS. GAIL OF 
THE CENTER FOR FOREIGN STUDY (CFS) IN ANN ARBOR. MICHIGAN, 
REQUESTING ASSISTANCE IN AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM CFS HAS 
SET UP WITH THE PUSHKIN INSTITUTE. MRS. GAIL TRAVELLED TO 
MOSCOW LAST SUMMER TO ARRANGE A SEMESTER OF RUSSIAN LAN- 
GUAGE STUDY FOR APPROXIMATELY TWELVE U.S. STUDENTS ANNUALLY 
AT THE INSTITUTE. SHE AND OTHERS OF CFS TALKED WITH 
BAZHANOV AND KOSTAMAROV AT PUSHKIN. WHO "ENTHUSIASTICAL- 
LY, GAVE VERBAL OK FOR CFS PROGRAM. STRICTLY SPEAKING, 
PROGRAM WOULD NOT BE AN EXCHANGE, SINCE NO SOVIETS ARE 
COMING TO THE US, BUT A UNILATERAL PRIVATE ARRANGEMENT WITH 
CFS PAYING PUSHKIN TO TAKE ITS SCHOLARS. 

2. THIS FALL, AFTER HAVING RECEIVED NO FURTHER ACKNOWL- 
EDGMENT FROM PUSHKIN, MRS. GAIL SAID CFS ASKED ACAO ROBERT 
MILLER TO GET IN TOUCH WITH KOSTAMAROV. A MR. SOKHIN, WHO 
HAD APPARENTLY REPLACED KOSTAMAROV, REQUESTED A NUMBER OF 
DOCUMENTS BEFORE GIVING HIS CONSENT TO THE STUDY PROGRAM. 
THESE WERE SUPPLIED, BUT NOW CFS HAS BEEN INFORMED IT NEEDS 
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AN OFFICIAL ENDORSEMENT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, SOKHIN EXPRESSED SOME QUESTION AS TO 
WHETHER THIS PARTICULAR PROGRAM FELL UNDER THE OFFICIAL 
US-SOVIET GENERAL AGREEMENT ON CULTURAL RELATIONS. MRS. 
GAIL HAS REQUESTED A LETTER FROM STATE TO MEET SOKHIN'S 
REQUIREMENTS. 

3. WE ARE BEMUSED (BUT NOT SURPRISED) AT THE FOREGOING 
TALE OF APPARENT SOVIET FOOT-DRAGGING AND RED TAPE. THE 
OBIECT OF THE CFS PROGRAM IS CLEARLY TO ENHANCE A US 
RUSSIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM. A GOAL WHICH THE SOVIETS REGU- 
LARLY PRESS US TO PURSUE. WITH RESPECT TO APPLICATION OF 
1973 GENERAL AGREEMENT, THE BROAD TEXT OF ARTICLE IV 
OBVIOUSLY PERTAINS. FINALLY, WE WOULD THINK ANY REQUISITE 
LETTER FOR THE RECORD COULD BE PROVIDED BY THE EMBASSY. 

4. WE REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT MISUNDERSTANDINGS EASILY 
ARISE IN SUCH SITUATIONS AND CFS AND PUSHKIN MAY NOT HAVE 
CLEARLY COMMUNICATED TO EACH OTHER THE DETAILS OF ARRANGE- 
MENTS NECESSARY. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S 
COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. KISSINGER 
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